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soldiers, and he is remembered fondly by all
who had the privilege of knowing him.

Matthew Commons was born in Fort
Wayne, Indiana, raised in Indianapolis and
also lived in Boulder City, Nevada and Alexan-
dria, Virginia. In high school, Matthew was an
accomplished honor student and class officer.
He then spent a year at the University of Ne-
vada at Reno, but decided in July 2000 to be-
come an Army Ranger because he wanted to
serve his country. He had planned to finish
college after his four-year tour and become a
history teacher like his father. In December
2001, he visited his father’s history classes at
Carl Sandburg Middle School in full battle fa-
tigues to discuss his life as a Ranger. Matthew
had also recently celebrated his 21st birthday
with his Army buddies, a celebration that in-
cluded hats and banners sent by his mother
Patricia Marek, who had just moved to Alexan-
dria, Virginia.

Matthew’s Army unit had been sent to Af-
ghanistan on a secret assignment in January.
Though he frequently spoke by telephone with
his father, he had not been allowed to disclose
his location. In speaking of his son, Greg re-
cently said, ‘‘I’m real proud of him. He loved
his family, he loved his country and he loved
the Rangers . . . He gave his life to save the
life of another Ranger.’’

Military service is not new to the Commons
family. Both of Matthew’s grandfather’s served
in World War II, where his grandfather Marek
earned a Purple Heart. Additionally, Matthew’s
father Greg served in the Marines in the Viet-
nam War.

Besides his mother and father, Matthew
leaves his brother Aaron, his father’s second
wife Linda Chapman, and two half-brothers,
Thomas and Patrick. Matthew, who was bur-
ied at Arlington cemetery, has been awarded
the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star with V
Device for Valor.

Mr. Speaker, I hold out the example of this
fine young man, a great American, who paid
the ultimate price in defense of freedom and
liberty. I know I speak for the entire Congress
when I extend sympathies to the entire Com-
mons family and friends who are grieving dur-
ing this difficult time. May they be comforted
by the precious memories of their beloved son
and brother.

As a veteran myself, I greatly appreciate the
unique challenges faced by the men and
women serving in our military today. It is the
ultimate sacrifice when a soldier dies for his
country. We are able to enjoy the freedoms
we have today because of men like Matthew
Commons and the hundreds of thousands of
Americans who have given their lives in the
fight for American principles over the past 226
years.

Matthew Commons answered the call of his
country, and his death will forever place his
name on the roll of heroes who sacrificed their
own lives to protect the lives of others. His life
and unyielding commitment to duty and honor
should remind us all that the liberties we enjoy
do not come without a price. Let us always re-
member these costs, and always remember
Private First Class Matthew A. Commons.
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Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, it is with much
pride and satisfaction that I rise today to offer
my warm congratulations to my alma mater,
the University of Maryland, and its coach,
Gary Williams and its men’s basketball team,
for winning the 2002 NCAA Men’s Basketball
Tournament and being crowned national
champions.

The Terrapins basketball team, led by those
heralded seniors, guard Juan Dixon, forward
Lonnie Baxter, and guard Byron Mouton, se-
cured the school’s first national basketball title
with a 64–52 victory over the Indiana Hoosiers
earlier this month.

It was a magical tournament run for Mary-
land’s leader and All-American, Juan Dixon,
who averaged 25.9 points per game through-
out the tournament and was named the tour-
nament’s Most Outstanding Player.

Dixon, the Terrapins’ steadiest hand
throughout the year, led Maryland to a record
32–4 season, with Terrapins winning 19 of
their last 20 games.

And now Maryland has the first NCAA bas-
ketball championship in school history.

The University of Maryland has a rich bas-
ketball history and much to be proud of, even
before this national title. Its men’s basketball
team has posted 20-win seasons 19 times.
They have also been to the NCAA Tour-
nament 19 times. Fourteen players have been
named All-American.

But for various reasons, the school had
never even reached a Final Four until this last
season. And it had never won it all until last
month.

In their ninth straight appearance in the
NCAA tournament, this year the Terrapins fi-
nally went the distance. Before this year how-
ever, Coach Williams had been a victim of his
own great success. The pressure for him to
win was incredible.

Getting into the tournament wasn’t good
enough for Terps fans anymore. For Maryland,
March had become maddening, and they
wanted a championship. And Gary Williams
delivered.

For Williams, this is the culmination of so
many dreams. When he returned to his alma
mater 13 years ago to take over a program
struggling under probation and with an image
problem, this goal seemed so far away. But he
worked at it every day and now he has
reached the pinnacle of college basketball.

For the joyous Terrapin fans, who danced
through the streets of Atlanta and College
Park, this was Maryland’s time to be hailed as
‘‘No. 1’’. This was the year to ‘‘Fear the Tur-
tle.’’

Once again, I congratulate Coach Williams,
the Terrapins basketball team and the entire
University of Maryland administration and stu-
dent body for their school’s exceptional bas-
ketball season.
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Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate Peter Cogan of Amber, Pennsyl-
vania. For twenty-five years Peter has served
as the executive director of the Children’s Aid
Society (CAS) in Southeastern Pennsylvania.
He has done an outstanding job for his com-
munity. CAS provides specialized, profes-
sional, family-focused social services to
abused, neglected and delinquent children and
youth within and outside of the context of their
families.

Peter received his bachelor’s degree from
Georgetown and his master’s degree in social
work from the University of Pennsylvania. In
1977, the board of directors of CAS selected
Peter to become the executive director of their
organization. During his tenure, Peter brought
CAS from an agency that operated primarily in
one county to a regional organization serving
Southeastern Pennsylvania. Through his dili-
gence and vision, Peter has started programs
that have maintained CAS as a reliable, high
quality delivery system that protects children,
empowers families, and achieves permanent
homes for children.

Peter and his wife Donna reside in Ambler
and are the proud parents of three children.

I am pleased to recognize Peter Cogan for
his many years of dedicated work. Our com-
munity is fortunate to have someone of such
distinction.
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Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
extend my congratulations on two momentous
occasions for an organization that has made a
difference in the lives of girls and women
around the nation. In the same year that the
local Black Hawk Council chapter of the Girl
Scouts in Madison, Wisconsin celebrates 75
years of scouting, the Girl Scouts of the USA
are celebrating 90 years of ‘‘helping girls grow
strong.’’

Girl scouting began on March 12, 1912,
when Juliette Gordon Low assembled 18 girls
from Savannah, Georgia for a local Girl Scout
meeting. Low believed that all girls should be
given the opportunity to develop physically,
mentally and spiritually. Today, 3.7 million
strong, the Girl Scouts continue to carry out
their goal by encouraging girls to discover and
develop their full potential. They focus on em-
powerment of girls by engaging in cultural ex-
changes, going on field trips, participating in
community service projects, and learning
about non-traditional fields for women such as
science and technology.

The Girl Scouts emphasize that their mis-
sion is to help all girls grow strong. They em-
phasize that Girl scouting is available to every
girl in every community, reaching beyond ra-
cial, ethnic, socioeconomic and geographic
boundaries. I experienced this first-hand when
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